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SUBJECT: PROTECTION AND SAFETY OF GRADE 12 LEARNERS DURING
CONTINUING INTERVENTION AND STUDY PROGRAMME

1. PURPOSE

The Eastern Cape Department of Education is appealing to all parents and
guardians to remain vigilant and work closely with schools and communities to
ensure the safety and protection of Grade 12 learners participating in study camps,
intervention classes, revision programmes and peer-study groups.

The Department recognises the importance of these programmes in assisting
learners to catch up on syllabus coverage, revise content and support one another
through peer teaching.

2. BACKGROUND AND SAFETY CONCERNS

Across the Eastern Cape, Grade 12 learners are patrticipating in a range of additional
academic interventions. These include organised study camps, residential and non-
residential intervention programmes, afternoon and weekend classes, peer study
groups and learner-organised study sessions.

While the Department appreciates the commitment of learners, parents, educators
and communities to improving learner performance, these arrangements create an
additional responsibility to ensure that academic interventions do not inadvertently
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expose learners to environments where their safety, dignity and rights may be
compromised.

The Department has received reports and has become increasingly concerned about
incidents involving sexual violence, alleged rape, violations of learner rights and
deaths involving children and young people in the province. These developments
require an urgent and collective response from all sectors of society.

3. PARENTS ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING PRECAUTIONS
Parents and guardians are requested to:
o Always know where, when and with whom their children are studying at all
times.
+ Ensure that study venues are safe and appropriately supervised.
» Exercise caution where learners, especially girl learners, meet at private
homes for study purposes.
» Avoid allowing learners to study in isolated places or remain out late without
appropriate supervision and safe transport arrangements.
» Maintain communication with other parents and the school regarding study
arrangements.
» Ensure that learners have safe arrangements for travelling to and from study
sessions.
o« Encourage learners to immediately report any threat, harassment,
inappropriate conduct, abuse or suspected criminal activity.
o Take all complaints from learners seriously and seek assistance from the
appropriate authorities where necessary.
o Work with school principals, educators, SAPS, Community Policing Forums
and community leaders to strengthen learner safety.

4. COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY

The protection of our learners cannot be left to schools alone. Parents, educators,
communities, traditional and community leaders, law-enforcement agencies and
government departments must work together to create safe environments for

learners.
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Parents are urged not to remain silent when they become aware of circumstances
that may place a learner at risk.

Where a learner reports abuse or feels unsafe, the matter must be acted upon
immediately through the appropriate channels. Serious allegations must not be dealt

with informally or concealed.
5. OUR MESSAGE TO PARENTS

The Department remains committed to improving Grade 12 results and ensuring that
every learner receives the support necessary to succeed.

However:

NO ACADEMIC PROGRAMME IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE SAFETY,
DIGNITY AND LIFE OF A LEARNER.

Let us work together to ensure that our learners can attend intervention classes,

study camps and peer-learning sessions safely, confidently and without fear.

Yoursin Quality Education
OQ\)\ \-ﬂ//
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S MAASDORP
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